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WEEKLY HEALTH REPORT 
NATURE OF THE DATA 


The data presented here are taken from the Statistical Health Reports, 
WD AGO 8-122, rendered weekly to the Office of The Surgeon General by every 
hospital and separate dispensary in the continental United States. Troops 
in transit and ceytain small detachments are not required to submit reports; 
for this and other’ reasons, total strength of reporting units has been con- 
Sistently about 1 percent below the actual strengthof the Army in this coun- 
try. The mean strength’shown for individual stations is that of Army person- 
nel attached or assigned for medical care anddoes not include organizations 
not on the post but dependent on the station for hospitalization. 


‘Because of the desirabilit¥ ‘of placing the information in circulation 
at the earliest possible time following its receipt, figures are in general 
shown herein as reported. Where there is some doubt as to the accuracy of 
the reported figures, their verification is requested, and the fact that 
they have been so questioned is indicated by the’ symbol (!). 


MORBIDITY DATA 


Admissions are reported only for cases admitted to a medical installa- 
tion (either to hospital or quarters) and not returned to duty within the 
same day, except for certain cases carded for record only (chiefly venereal 
disease cases treated on aduty status, and deaths which occurred before admis- 
sion to hospital or quarters). Admissions designated as "injury" comprise 
all "new" traumatisms (i.e., morbid conditions due toexternal causes, includ- 
ing poisons taken internally, results of exposure to heat, cold and light, 
as well as various types of wounds not due toenemy action) other than battle 
casualties. Under present conditions there would not be any direct admis- 
sions in the continental United States properly classifiable as battle casu- 
alties. All cases other than those of injury or battle casualty are classi- 
fied as "disease." 


Admission rates are shown for all causes combined, for all diseases 
combined, for injuries and for a few specific diseases. These rates are 
presented on an annual basis to facilitate comparisons with corresponding 
rates inannual and monthly reports. Such annual rates of admission indicate 
the number of admissions per thousand mean strength which would occur over 
a year’s time if the current week’s experience continued for a year. 


The report also shows the number of cases of the more common communi~- 
cable-and certain other diseases of special interest. It may be noted that 
under the term infectious hepatitis are included cases reported as jaundice 
and cholangitis. Appended is alist of cases reported for the rarer communi- 
cable and certain other diseases. 


The average proportion of the daily strength of the command which is 
confined to hospital or quarters (mean number of non-effectives per thousand 
strength) is given in the summary table for the total United States and for 
each of the Service Commands. More significant is the estimated non-effective 
rate for personnel stationed in the United States shown inthe chart on page 7. 


The number of enlisted men discharged during the week on Certificates 
of Disability for Discharge (CDD) are shgwn for individual stations. These 
data should be distinguished fr8m the figures for "honorable discharges for 
physical and mental disqualification" assembled by The Adjutant General’s 
Office; the latter include discharges for inaptness in addition to CDD’s and 
are tabulated on a somewhat different basis (e-g., the April data represent 
April discharges processed by the AGO during April and May plus discharges 
prior to April which were processed in May). 


In making comparisons between Service Commands it should be borne in 
mind that morbidity rates naturally tend to be higher in those Service 
Commands which havea relatively large number of General Hospitals and Ports 
of Embarkation. . The presence of sizeable numbers of troops not under the 
jurisdiction of a Service Command (e.g. casuals, task force troops, etc.) 
affects the interpretation of the data from the viewpoint of Command respon- 
sibility. 

MORTALITY DATA 


Recent studies indicate that the reporting of deaths on WD AGO 8-122 is 
incomplete, especially in the case of deaths from injury. The resulting 
understatement in the mortality rate from injury may be as much as {0 per- 
cent and occasionally even more, but the death rate from disease is not 
materially understated. Therefore in computing mortality rates from injury 
and from all causes on the basis of the corresponding numbers of deaths, as 
shown in this report, an appropriate adjustment for the underreporting of 
such deaths must be made. 


STATIONS WITH HIGHEST MORBIDITY RATES 


Included in the report isatable listing the stations (having strength 
of 5000 or over) with the highest morbidity rates from all causes, from all 
diseases combined, from injuries, and from a few specific diseases. Not 
infrequently, the excessively high rates of admission for all causes and for 
all diseases combined reported from reception. centers reflect a large number 
of venereal disease cases among newly inducted men. Therefore, more signi- 
ficant of high morbidity from disease are the rates of admission for disease 
excluding venereal infections existing prior to induction, which rates are 
also shown in the table. It should also be noted that reception, redis- 
tribution, and separation centers frequently report relatively large num- 
bers of admissions arising from routine physical examinations of large 
bodies of troops. 


EXPLANATORY MATTER 


: In reading the detail tables, it should be born in mind that admission 
rates based on small numbers of cases are not reliable. For this reason the 
symbol (?) is placed after admission rates computed on the basis of 5 or 
fewer causes. 

Where the current week’s data for a particular station have not been 
received, the latest available figures are substituted therefor and the 
symbol .(#) is placed after the name of the station. 
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COMMENT ON CURRENT TRENDS 


MORBIDITY FROM: All Causes: 
98 on page 3.) 
Morbidity from all causes during the week ended 
8 February increased slightly, being reported at 640 
admissions per thousand troops per annum, as compared 
with 622 during the preceding week. 


In 3 
See rt on page 3.) 

Injury admissions increased from 28 per thousand 
troops per annum in the week ended 1 February to 31 
per thousand in the current week. Highest rate was 
that reported from the Ninth Service Command (44 per 
thousand), ranging down to 17 per thousand in the 
Military District of Washington. 


Diseases: 
(See Chart on opposite page.) 
Morbidity from all diseases in the United States 

as a whole during the week increased from 594 to 609 
admissions per thousand troops per annum. Sharpest 
increase occurred in the Ninth Service Command (492 
admissions per 1,000 troops per annum in the pre- 
vious week, 552 in the week ended 8 February). 
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Respiratory Diseases: 
(See Share on opposite page and on pages 6 and 7.) © 


The rate for colds, influenza, etc., increased 
during the week (186 per thousand to 191 per thou- 
sand) to the highest point reported this winter. 
These rates for the corresponding periods last year 
were 195 and 193 per thousand (the former figure re-| 
presenting last winter's peak incidence). Rates in > 
1944, moving downward from peak incidence of about 
600 per thousand experienced in mid-December, 1943, 
were 274 and 263 per thousand. 


These rates were higher than those experienced 
last winter in the Third, Seventh, and Military 
District of Washington; in no Service Command, how- 
ever, did this season's rates approach those of 
peak-incidence periods in 1942 and 1943. High mor- 
bidity was reported from the Third Service Command 


(288 admissions per 1,000 troops per annum, down from] 


last week's rate of 320) and the Military District of 
ae (414 per 1,000, from 439 per 1,000 last 
week). 


Admissions for all forms of primary pneumonia 
increased to 18 per thousand troops per annum; the 
highest point since February 1944. 
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The rate increased in the Third, Fourth, Seventh 
and Eighth Service Commands. The highest rate 
(26 admissions per 1,000 troops per annum) was — 
reported from the Eighth, with the Third, Fourth, 
and Seventh Service Commands and the MDW all re- 
porting rates over 20 per 1,000. Rates for pri- 
mary pneumonias, other than atypical, decreased 
during the week from 6.4 to 6.5 per 1,000 troops 
per annum. In the corresponding periods of last 
year, this rate was 4.7 and 4.5 per 1,000, while 
it fell from 10.2 to 9.5 in these weeks of 1944. 


1 Venereal Diseases: 

ssions for “new non-EPTS" venereal 
diseases increased during the week from 61 to 64 
per thousand troops per annum. 


Other Communicable Diseases. 
Diarrhea and dysentery continued at low levels. 


Rates for Scarlet Fever are higher than any 
experienced since April 1943; the current week's 
rate of 6 per thousand is some 50% higher than 
that reported in the previous week. Relatively 
large numbers of cases have been reported from 
Fort Belvoir, Virginia, and Camp Crowder, Missouri. 
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GOMMENT ON CURRENT TRENDS (CONT.) 


NONEFFECTIVE RATE: 


(See Chart on page 9.) 


The noneffective rate for personne] stationed in the 
continental United States is estimated at 40.3 per thou- 
sand troops per diem for the week ended 8 February as com= 
pared with 36.2 per thousand for the corresponding week 
of 1945. 

PATIENTS REMAINING UNDER TREATMENT: 8 FEBRUARY 1946: 
See Chart on page 9 

The number of patients remaining in hospital in the 
Zone of Interior, including patients transferred from 
overseas, decreased during the week to 139,243 compared 
with 146,792 at the end of the previous week. 


The number of neuropsychiatric cases remaining was 
9,868 or about 500 less than at the end of the previous 
week. Nonbattle injury patients remaining numbered about 
23,965. The battle casualty patients remaining decreased 
by about 1,900 to 33,553. 


CERTIFICATES OF DISABILITY FOR DISCHARGE: 
See Chart on page 10. 

In the week ended 8 February there were 4,378 enlist- 
ed personnel discharged by CDD (about the same as the pre- 
vious week). These discharges included 142 CDD's ac- 
complished at Air Force medical activities. Among these 
CDD's were 842 neuropsychiatric cases, about 30 more than 
in the previous week. 
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HEALTH OF THE ARMY (U.S) 1945 


The tables on pages 24 and 25 of this report 
contain a preliminary summary of data relating to 
the health of the Army in the continental United 
States in 1945. The information is subject to 
minor revision as final corrections in the files 
on which it is based are included. Since the week- 
ly Statistical Health Report is the source of this 
material, it should be borne in mind that absolute 
levels of incidence are not established; however, 
comparisons of reported experience in 1945 with 
that for other periods is justified. 


INCIDENCE OF DISEASES 

enerally speaking, admission rates in 1944 
exceeded those reported in 1945, "new" gonorrhea 
and syphilis, infectious hepatitis, and tubercu- 
losis being notable exceptions. 


Morbidity from colds, influenza, etc., was 


reported at the average level o admissions 
per 1000 troops per year, the period being char- 
acterized throughout by low admission rates. In 
no week was the mmber of admissions as high as 
200 per thousand tropps per year, whereas during 
peak experience in the three preceding winter 
seasons rates well over 400 were sustained for 
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four-to six-week periods. 


Admissions for all forms of primary pneu- 
monia per thousand troops were fewer in 1 
in the previous years however, the admis- 
sion rate for atypical pneumonias exceeded the 
1944 figure (7.6 admissions per 1000 troops 


per annum in 1945; 7.0 such admissions in 1944.) 


Rates for measles and mumps were lower in 
1945 than in 1944, as were those for scarlet 
fever and rheumatic fever. 


Admissions for all forms of tuberculosis 
increased throughout the latter months of 1945, 
as large numbers of physical examinations prior 
to separation from the service disclosed hither- 
to unreported casese As a result, the admission 
rate for that year reached 1-7 per 1000 troops 
per annum, to contrast with 1.2 in 1943 and 1.0 
in 1944. The rate for infectious nepet was 
2e5 admissions per 1000 in » contrasting 
with 0.7 per 1000 in 1944. A large proportion 
of these cases were diagnosed in general hos- 
pitals in this country among personnel evacu- 
ated from hospitals overseas. 


VOLUME_VI_ REPORT 


HEALTH OF THE ARMY (U.S) 1945 (CONT) 


Malaria acquired in the United States con- 
tinued at a low level of incidence (1 admission 
per 10,000 troops per annum). However, as the 
proportion of troops who had had overseas service 
increased in the continental United States, mor- 
bidity from malaria acquired in other areas rose 
sharply; the rate of 16.4 admissions per 1000 
troops reported in 1945 is more than twice that 
experienced in 1944, 


"New" venereal diseases were admitted dur- 
ing 1945 at a rate of 49.0 per thousand troops 
per annum, as contrasted with 33.3 per 1000 in 
1944. “New syphilis admissions reached 5.6 per 
1000 (422 in 1944), while admissions for gonor- 
rhea acquired while in the service increased from 
27.8 per 1000 in 1944 to 42.2 per 1000. Other 
venereal diseases decreased from 1.3 per 1000 in 


Cases of venereal disease which existed prior 
to induction totaled about 65,000 in 1944, about 
26,000 in 1945. Thus, of roughly one million in- 
ducted into the Army in the previous year, be- 
tween 6 and 7 per cent had a venereal disease; in 
1945, of 750,000 inductees, between 3 and 4 per 
cent were accepted with these infections. The 
ratio of colored inductees dropped from about 430 
per thousand in 1944 to 240 in 1945; among white 
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inductees, the 1944 ratio of 20 per thousand 
contrasts with 13 in 1945. 


INJURY ADMISSIONS 

With the end of the war, most training 
activities which might result in injury were 
discontinued. The admission rate for injuries, 
therefore, dropped sharply in the last half of 
the year, to level off at about 350 per thousand 
troops per annum. The average rate for the year 
was 44 admissions per 1000 troops, Since the 
1944 rate of 67 per thousand includes a number 
of readmitted cases (excluded by a change of 
definition during the year), no comparison be- 
tween the rates for the two years is justified. 


MORTALITY 


Deaths from all causes in 1945 numbered 2.3 
per 1000 troops per year, somewhat below the 
rate of 2.6 per 1000 in 1944. Injury deaths 
are estimated at 1.5 per 1000 troops (2.1 per 
1000 in 1944), while deaths from disease tot- 
aled 0.8 per thousand as compared with 0.6 in 
1944. (Rates for both years are adjusted to 
include estimated under reporting on the Sta- 
tistical Health Report of deaths from injury). 
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